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AS A life-size statue was un-
veiled in his honour yester-
day, it emerged sprint idol
Buffering has become quite
stubborn in retirement.

The Brisbane Racing Club
commissioned the statue,
which stands at the front of
the new infield en-
trance to Eagle Farm,
to commemorate
the deeds of the
$7 million earn-
ing seven-time |
Group 1 winner. |

Trainer Rob |
Heathcote and |
jockey Damian
Browne attended
yesterday’s  cer-
emony with the
gelding’s owners.

Buffering was also
meant to be among the
guests, but part-owner Bruce
Harry said the now 10-year-
old refused to get on to the
float when it arrived.

“They even sent his fav-
ourite float from Rob’s but he
wasn’t having a bar of it”
Harry said.

The unveiling was timed to
coincide with the fourth anni-
versary of Buffering’s Group 1
breakthrough in the Manika-
to Stakes.

It was his 18th attempt to
win a Group 1 race, but in his
next 16 starts he won another
six at the highest level, in-
cluding his memorable win in
Dubai.

“It took me six years to
learn how to train him, but he
got his just rewards in the
end,” Heathcote said.

“Up to that stage we were
wondering if he would ever
win one.”

Heathcote said he believed
Buffering’s never-say-die atti-
tude was the reason the pub-
lic took him to heart.

“Australians  love  an
underdog and he had all the
qualities of a great fighter. He
would get knocked down but
he would get back up again,”
he said. “And he did it in an
era of sprinting greats.”

Browne said it was difficult
to pinpoint his favourite mo-
ment with Buffering, because
each win had its own special
story.

Buffering statue
a work of heart
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STILL CHERISHED Trainer Rob Heathcote and jockey Damlan Browne stand next to the statue of Bufferlng at Eagle

Farm yesterday; and (top) Buffering winning in Dubai. Main picture: AAP/Claudia Baxter

“He may not have been
the best horse I've ever rid-
den, but his tenacity and will
to win was unbelievable,”
Browne said.

“I remember his first Win-
terbottom. Moment  Of
Change (second) had him
cold and 99 per cent of horses
would have been beaten that
day, but he got off the canvas.

“You knew you were on a
real bulldog.”

BRC chairman Neville Bell
said in the 152 years of Eagle
Farm it was the first time a
full-size statue was unveiled.

“From day one of this club

it was always the plan to have
a significant statue at Eagle
Farm and we couldn’t think
of a better opportunity than
with Buffering,” he said.

“He was a great ambassa-
dor for racing in Queensland

WALLER SAYS WINX AT PEAK OF FORM

MANIKATO STAKES PREVIEW P78-79

and for the Brisbane Racing
Club.”

Buffering retired after last
year’s Manikato Stakes, and a
few of his owners yesterday
lamented the $10 million Ev-
erest concept hadnt been
hatched a few years earlier.

“He would have given a
massive sight in that race for
sure,” Harry said.
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MOONEE
VALLEY
MONEY
BACK
OFFER

* Conditions apply

Real money
back if your
horse runs 2nd
or 3rd in Races
1-4 at Moonee
Valley tonight

Conditions apply. Excludes NSW
customers.Gamble responsibly.
Call gambling help 1800 858 858.

NO DEPOSIT & NO REPAYMENTS
UNTIL JAN. 2018

picanto N, CERATo g SPORTAGE
$15690 p A g $19.990 +$1,0005572"
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Find your nearest Queensland Kia dealer at kia.com.au or @ 131 KIA/131 542

Capped Price Servicing
Roadside Assist

Offers end 31 October 2017, or while Stocks last. Offers available on new vehicles and for private buyers only. Vehicles must be purchased and delivered between 1 October and 31 October 2017. Premium Paint at additional cost. Kia reserves the right to change, supersede or extend these offers. A. Interest accrues during the no repayment period (the no repayment period is not interest free), and must be paid
after the no repayment period over the subsequent repayments. As a result, the total interest charges pauable over the term of a loan with a no repagment period will be higher than equivalent loans without a no repagyment period. Only available on Consumer Fixed Rate Loans and Commercial Goods Loans. Finance to approved applicants (excluding Government, Rental and Large Fleet Bugers). Offer excludes
all Stinger models. Credit criteria, fees, charges and terms and conditions apply. Kia Finance is a registered trading name of Kia Motor Company and is operated under licence by St.George Bark - A Division of Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL and Australian Credit License 233714 Subject to sitability. B. Recommended drive away price for MY18 Picanto with automatic only. C. Autonomous
Emergoncy Braking (AEE) sustar & only  Supplemental system ani i docs ot replace the need for the driver 1o apply the vehicl’s brakes and exer i care and attention Autonormous Emergency Braking sustem applies t all Y18 Picanto variants buit from June 2017, b Recormmentec drive away price for Ceratt s, E. Factort bonus will be detucted by Kia dealers from the recommended retal price of
the vehicle. Kia's Capped Price Servicing: Maximum payable for specified number of manufacturer's standard scheduled maintenance services up to 7 years or 105,000kms, whichever occurs first. Complimentary Roadside Assistance for the first uear. Renewed yearly by completing scheduled maintenance services at Kia Dealerships (up to maximum 7 ears). Terms and conditions for Warranty, Capped Price
Servicing and Roadside Assistance can be found at www.kia.com.au. Apple CarPlay™ connectivity requires compatible i0S device. See apple.com.au for more details. Android Auto™ connectivity requires compatible Android device. See android.comyintl/en_au/ for more details. Apple CarPlay™ and iPhone® are registered trademarks of Apple Inc. Android Auto is a registered trademark of Google Inc. KIATI3BCM
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